
Thanks for helping kids with cancer

What started off as unusual lump in Priya’s hand became a domino 
of successive bad news that culminated in Priya being diagnosed 
with a rare type of childhood cancer, stage IV high risk alveolar 
rhabdomyosarcoma. Priya has undergone surgery, 30 sessions of 

radiation therapy and 54 cycles of chemotherapy.

Through all of this Priya has shown incredible resilience and kept her 
cheeky sense of humour!

Vanessa, Priya’s mum says, “Priya is amazing, she never complains, she never refuses to go to 
hospital or have any of the numerous procedures she has to have. And to be honest I would 
totally understand if Priya said that she was fed up but instead she cracks jokes to make us 
laugh and smile.”

PRIYA, AGED 7

Declan was given the devastating news that his cancer, high risk, stage IV neuroblastoma, had 
returned in January 2015. Only 1 in 5 children who relapse with neuroblastoma will survive. 
Declan’s parents Simon and Kim were told there were few medical treatment options available.

“Hearing he’s relapsed was worse than the original diagnosis. We were told he had 6-12 months left to 
live. There wasn’t much more they could do; it was just a matter of time before the cancer took over.”

After doing some research and talking to other families, Declan’s parents contacted The Kids’ Cancer Project. Fortunately, 
Declan met the criteria and was eligible for the DFMO Clinical Trial and started treatment immediately.

Declan is now doing well and his family are looking forward to spending more time at home in Western Australia.

DECLAN, AGED 7

Nicholas Forwood was diagnosed with stage 4 high risk 
neuroblastoma in May 2013. At the age of 2, he was fighting for his 
life. Two years on Nicholas has completed treatment which included 
7 rounds of chemotherapy, major surgery, radiotherapy, a bone 

marrow transplant and immunotherapy.

Nicholas is not out of the woods and his family are only too aware, should 
he relapse, there are few treatment options available.

Brother Luke, 13 and sister Charlotte, 12 are passionate about raising awareness to help 
their little brother and all children with cancer. “Awareness leads to funding, which means more money 
goes to research to find a cure. It’s a chain reaction,” says Luke.

NICHOLAS, AGED 4

At three years of age Oscar was diagnosed with stage IV, high risk neuroblastoma, which 
presented as a tumour in his stomach. Following his diagnosis in May 2011 his mother Brianna 
moved closer to the hospital in Brisbane to be with her little boy while he endured sixteen 
months of treatment to fight the cancer.

Brave Oscar underwent a series of intensive, invasive and painful treatments including chemotherapy, 
surgery, a stem cell transplant, radiation and immunotherapy.

Having survived cancer Oscar is now officially in remission. However, ninety eight percent of children who survive 
cancer are likely to experience long term effects from the treatments that saved their lives. Oscar has been left with 
a permanent high pitched hearing loss and now wears uber cool purple hearing aids. He is getting on with being a 
rambunctious seven year old who loves swimming and the beach.

OSCAR, AGED 7
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