
Good Sports



The Kids’ Cancer Project Founder, Col Reynolds OAM has a steely focus to make a true 
difference to the lives of kids living with cancer. It started on an ordinary day in the late 
1980s when Col drove his empty tourist coach past the Camperdown Children’s Hospital 
in Sydney. After stopping to let two youngsters with bald heads cross the road, he parked 
and went into the hospital on the spur of the moment.

Touched by the spirit of everyone he met that day, Col made it his personal mission to 
help kids with cancer in any way he could. He started by taking children on outings to the 
circus and the zoo, but found himself attending too many funerals. After speaking with 
medical experts, he learned the only way to improve outcomes for children with cancer 
would be through funding advances in medical research.

The Kids’ Cancer Project has a mission to fund the boldest science to cure childhood cancer.

Since 2005, The Kids’ Cancer Project has committed $50 million to pioneering research. 
While research has led to a marked increase in survival rates, statistics show that even 
now, each week three children in Australia die from cancer. 

About us
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RIGHT: CHILDHOOD CANCER SURVIVOR ZOE  
SHOWS FOUNDER COL HER FAMILY FARM.
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Owen Finegan
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

A future without childhood cancer

The Kids’ Cancer Project believes science is the solution to curing children’s cancer.  
That is why we are committed to executing a long-term investment strategy with significant  
emphasis on bench to bedside research. Because we know clinical trials are key to  
helping kids sooner.
 
The Kids’ Cancer Project Research Advisory Committee makes an invaluable contribution 
by volunteering time and expertise to ensure the charity’s seed funding is awarded to 
research projects seeking to deliver innovative treatments to help cure childhood cancer. 

The Advisory Committee conducts a peer review process to ensure research studies with 
the greatest likelihood of success receive support. Anecdotally we have learned that many 
funded past programs have improved treatments not only for children but adults as well.

Thanks to our donors, The Kids’ Cancer Project has a strong history of supporting  
Australian medical research into childhood cancer. While we are incredibly appreciative  
of our community’s generosity, we now urgently need to raise funds to give kids with  
aggressive cancer a brighter future.

In 2020 the Australian Federal Government consulted with The Kids’ Cancer Project  
and learned that there was a critical need for more research into aggressive childhood  
cancers. As a result the Federal Government granted $9 million to fund research into  
accelerating options to prevent, diagnose and treat aggressive cancer in children  
and adolescents.

Now, to ensure even faster progress in scientific discovery can be made, The Kids’ Cancer  
Project is seeking your support to match the Government’s multimillion dollar investment 
into scientific discovery through the three-year Good Sports initiative. 

Whether you’re a leader in the sporting arena, business sector or a philanthropist, we  
urge you to join us by thoughtfully considering our proposal and generously supporting  
our ambitious goal with a tax-deductible major gift (see giving levels on page 7). 

We promise that you will not go unacknowledged or unappreciated. Your generosity will 
have a direct benefit on medical scientists, children with cancer, families of those affected 
as well as on the future generations that will benefit from the discoveries that will be made.

As a major Good Sports donor you will meet researchers and be informed of the impact of 
your gift every step of the way. You will make a significant difference in the life of a child 
today. 

Thank you.

A message 
from  
our CEO

“The Kids’ Cancer Project applauds the Government’s  
significant investment into urgently needed complex 
childhood cancer research. Now, we ask you to  
generously give too.”

 - Owen Finegan, CEO
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Our impact

MicroRNA drugs for the treatment 
of neuroblastoma
Associate Professor Alex Swarbrick
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

“The Kids’ Cancer Project is supporting a lot of vital, exciting,  
innovative work. They’re helping researchers to move quickly and 
aggressively to pursue new ideas that we hope are going to make  
a real difference.” 

Understanding the genetic basis of  
chemotherapy-induced cardiomyopathy  
in paediatric oncology survivors
Dr Rachel Conyers
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute

“Before this grant, we were completely out of funding and had just 
made a discovery of the genes we wanted to verify. Now we’re at  
a point of clinical trial.” 

IntReAll-HR
Associate Professor Tamas Reversz
Women’s and Children’s Hospital, Adelaide

“Research funding from fundraising organisations provides an invaluable  
resource for both clinical and laboratory research. The Kids’ Cancer  
Project does a great job providing crucial help to promote our work.”

New therapies for incurable  
paediatric brain tumours
Professor Brandon Wainwright
Institute of Molecular Bioscience, 
University of Queensland

“This work will enable the therapeutic targeting of every  
medulloblastoma, not just a subset, leading to more powerful  
clinical trials and ultimately more effective treatment options.” 



Three Australian kids die from cancer each week 
- the equivalent of a classroom of children every 
school term. 

But hope has finally arrived through the Zero  
Childhood Cancer Program led by Children’s 
Cancer Institute for laboratory aspects and The  
Kids Cancer Centre at Sydney Children’s Hospital,  
Randwick in terms of the clinical facets.

The Kids’ Cancer Project is proud to be a founding 
funding partner and to date has committed 
$2,287,250 to the Zero Childhood Cancer Program. 
The first stage of the program was executed in 2016 
with a pilot study for children with high-risk cancer 
being treated in New South Wales.
 
Professor Michelle Haber AM, Executive Director 
at Children’s Cancer Institute describes it as the 
most comprehensive children’s cancer personalised 
medicine program in the world and it’s providing 
astonishing results.

“We see Zero Childhood Cancer Program as a key 
step towards our vision of one day helping cure 
100% of children with cancer,” says Professor Haber.

“The thinking that underpins the Zero Childhood 
Cancer Program is that every child is unique, their 
genetic makeup and biology is unique.” 

“We analyse the genetic and biological characteristics 
of each child’s tumour and use that information to 
identify the specific drugs or drug combinations that 
are most likely [going] to target that child’s individual 
cancer,” she says.

 In 2017 a national clinical trial was launched in 
which kids with less than a 30 percent chance of 
survival were enrolled. The Zero Childhood Cancer 
Program also helps connect clinical and research 
collaborators in every major Australian city giving  
every child in the country with high risk cancer  
access to the program.

Funding  
innovative 
research
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290 children

40%

44%

16%

74%

39%

27%

15% 

7%

12%

Average turnaround time from receipt  
of samples to personalised treatment  
recommendation 

registered for the trial, each with an  
aggressive cancer identified as having 
less than a 30 per cent chance of survival

have been enrolled at the  
time of relapse

recommended to have a personalised  
treatment plan

In terms of cancer types, the program treats:

have been enrolled at the  
time of diagnosis

brain cancer

sarcoma

neuroblastoma

leukaemia/lymphoma

other rare cancers

have been enrolled with
progression of the disease

9 weeks

Zero Childhood Cancer Program outcomes as at 
January 2020 

Understanding the genetic basis of  
chemotherapy-induced cardiomyopathy  
in paediatric oncology survivors
Dr Rachel Conyers
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute



The speed life changed from normal to catastrophic was astounding, said Jessica Cameron, 
reflecting on the period when her baby girl was diagnosed with a devastating brain cancer. 

Little Brooke, at just three months old, was having scans related to seizures when doctors 
discovered a growth in her head. “It was so large they were surprised she was able to move 
at all,” said Jessica. 

So began a medical nightmare that lasted almost two years. 

“It all happened so quickly,” Jessica said. “Everything in life blurred and we just went into  
a zombie mode, desperately trying to understand what was going on and, much of the time, 
not really take any of it in.”

After one operation to cut away the tumour, Brooke went on to have chemotherapy, then 
more brain surgery, followed by several weeks of radiotherapy. 

But her blood counts were not as they should have been, and it was revealed that Brooke 
was also suffering acute myeloid leukaemia. 

It was effectively a death sentence – the brain cancer could not be treated without making 
the leukaemia worse, and the leukaemia could not be treated without the tumour returning.

“There were no options,” Jessica said. “You can’t fight both. There was nothing else we 
could do. That was it.”

Brooke passed away one week after her 
second birthday. And while Jessica was grief 
stricken, she could see the silver lining. 

“She wasn’t in pain anymore,” Jessica said. 
“She no longer had to have weekly blood 
tests or weekly blood transfusions or needles 
or people poking her. She was free.”

Tragically, every year about 150 children like 
Brooke are diagnosed with high-risk cancer 
or will relapse while on standard therapy, 
leaving them with less than  
30 per cent chance of survival.
 
Owen Finegan, The Kids’ Cancer Project 
CEO said tailoring treatment to target these  
children’s individual cancers is the key to 
improving survival rates significantly. 

“Zero Childhood Cancer Program is a  
clinical trial offering personalised treatment 
to children with high-risk or relapsed cancer. 
And it’s already proving to be effective,”  
he said.
 
“The whole team at The Kids’ Cancer  
Project absolutely believe that one day,  
in the foreseeable future, there will be a  
cure for every Australian child’s cancer.  
And we won’t stop our work until that’s  
so,” said Finegan.

Giving hope 
when there 
is none
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NO LONGER SUFFERING:  
BROOKE WITH HER PARENTS  
JESSICA AND BRENT 



The Kids’ 
Cancer 
Project:
Good Sports

The Kids’ Cancer Project provides seed funding to pioneering scientists with the ambition 
of finding cures for childhood cancers. Since 2005, research funded by the charity has 
contributed to many exciting discoveries. But high-risk aggressive cancers, such as brain 
cancer, require even more complex research to be undertaken.

Our goal is to raise $9 million over three years to match the Government’s commitment to 
fund many more research projects into these cancers, leading to better treatments and  
the eradication of childhood cancer.

The Kids’ Cancer Project is urging visionary individuals to lead the way and help cure 
childhood cancer by donating a generous gift through the Good Sports initiative. 

Your significant gift will not only help fund innovative scientific research projects but 
will also be invested in vital aspects of those programs.    
$190,000
Funds shipment of 950 children’s tumour samples to a specialist laboratory for analysis.
 $175,000
Supports participation of 25 children on a clinical trial to access a new treatment.
$100,000
Funds shipment of new cancer treatment drugs to Australia for more than three years.
$70,000
Funds the salary of a childhood cancer research assistant for 12 months.
$50,000
Funds the cost of research tests for 50 children to see if a new drug is working.
$45,000
Funds an RACP scholarship to advance the career of a young scientist and future proof 
childhood cancer research in Australia.
$24,000
Funds a gene panel analysis for 40 children with brain tumours.
$15,000
Opens five new clinical trials at an Australian hospital.
$8,000
Funds the cost of a pharmacist to prepare 20 clinical trial drugs.
$7,000
Gives a child on a clinical trial new treatment options.
$6,500
Enables a bio-tissue specialist to retrieve 100 biospecimens from frozen storage to be 
processed into high quality DNA or RNA.
$4,000
Supports the production of 80 batches of viral vector in a specialist clean room for  
reprogramming T cells that render them the capacity to eliminate specific cancer cells.
$3,000
Funds webinars for international specialists to determine the best treatment for 10 rare 
cancer diagnosis ($300 / webinar).
$2,000 
Funds two litres of complete culture media to ‘feed’ and grow 200 million human T cells 
that specifically kill brain cancer cells.
$1,000 
Funds tests to see if a new drug is working for one child.
We can also direct your donation to a specific program or equipment. All donations 
of $2.00 and over are tax deductible.
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YOUR GENEROUS GIFT WILL SUPPORT

Laboratory
research

Brain cancer 
research

AdvocacyClinical
trials

Giving levels

Icon:
$1,000,000 +

Champion:
$250,000 - $499,999

Leader:
$50,000 - $124,999

Star:
$500,000 - $999,999

Winner:
$125,000 - $249,999

Inspirer:
$20,000 - $49,999
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Thank you for your consideration of becoming one of The Kids’ Cancer 
Project: Good Sports. By generously donating you will be giving  
Australian children and their families hope for a future without  

childhood cancer. We look forward to following up with you soon.

1800 651 158
info@tkcp.org.au 
thekidscancerproject.org.au

thekidscancerproject

@kidscancerproj

The Kids Cancer Project

@thekidscancerproject

For more information

Owen Finegan 
CEO The Kids’ Cancer Project

T 02 8394 7704
M 0404 803 656
E owen@tkcp.org.au

As a major donor, you are greatly appreciated. In supporting Good Sports your generosity 
and leadership will be thanked and acknowledged in the following ways: 

• Meeting the researchers including receiving research updates and impact reports
• Meeting The Kids’ Cancer Project Founder, Col Reynolds OAM, along with the  
 Chairman and Board Directors
• Acknowledged and thanked by The Kids’ Cancer Project CEO and Chairman at  
 high level donor events
• Acknowledged and thanked on The Kids’ Cancer Project social media
• Honour Board inclusion on both The Kids’ Cancer Project website and in The Kids’  
 Cancer Project Annual Report
• A The Kids’ Cancer Project Bear donated in your name to a children’s hospital of  
 your choice
• Other acknowledgements or anonymity as agreed

Benefits
of giving

TWINS ALEC (L) AND TROY (R) AGED 10.
ALEC IS A CHILDHOOD CANCER SURVIVOR.


